
 
Holland Elementary School 

597 Beverly Road 

Holland, PA  18966 

 
September 11, 2017 

 

Hello HES Moms and Dads, 

 

Patriot Day is observed as a national day of service, and there are so many ways that the staff and I at Holland Elementary 

could organize activities to provide assistance to those in need.  Typically, our school community has targeted service 

projects to help more local needs (i.e. – Jared Boxes at St. Christopher’s Hospital).   

 

Given significant circumstances in our country, we are organizing an activity that will help those in need in Texas as a 

result of the impact of Hurricane Harvey.  A local connection that we have to this cause is that a former HES family (The 

Hemmer’s – Julian and Cassandra) recently moved to Houston.  Mrs. Hemmer has been providing the school staff with 

updates about the kids and what’s going on in their community.  The Hemmer family has been more fortunate than their 

neighbors, but many in their community have lost the necessities including their home, clothes, furniture, etc.  Mrs. 

Hemmer informed us that there is significant relief effort to help families with these necessities, but schools in Houston 

have lost materials and the children have lost comfort items. 

 

As we thought about how we could help through a collection, we wanted to make sure that were sending items that 

wouldn’t create storage or shipping problems.  Also, we preferred to send items that could help schools and take care of 

children. 

 

To these ends, Holland Elementary School will be organizing a new and gently used children’s book drive for families in 

the Hemmer’s community (Spring Branch Independent School District).  The books can be provided to the Hemmer’s 

school or given directly to children.  We already have boxes for the books, and the staff raised funds that will pay for 

shipping costs.   

 

We ask that parents go through their home library of books (target reading grades of kindergarten through sixth grade) 

with their children to see if any could be donated.  We’re hoping that families can take a few minutes to clear out cluttered 

shelves of books kids have outgrown, so that they can find their new forever home with a child who needs them.  Students 

can bring the books to school and place them in the box in their homeroom.  As boxes fill up, we’ll ship them out, and 

we’ll continue the collection of books until our Holland Harvest event on October 27th.   

 

The plan will include our students in the activity by having them write messages to be placed in the donated books.  A 

half sheet of paper will be distributed to classrooms for HES children to write words of inspiration to the children in 

Texas.   

 

We’re aware that information will likely be forthcoming soon about families, schools, and communities in need in Florida 

from the aftermath of Hurricane Irma.  Please know that all of the donated books in this project will go to families in 

Texas.  If needs emerge in Florida, the staff and I will discuss this later to determine what we can do as a school 

community.   

 

Thank you, in advance, for your kindness and generosity.   

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Joseph J. MacClay 

Principal 


